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ABSTRACT

Ismailova M. Visual and Figurative Language of Typography in the
Design ofPrinted Publications of Early Modernism.d Qualification work on
the rights of the marscript.

Thesis for a Candidate's Degree of Arts (PhD) in the specialty 17.60.07
Design. Kharkiv State Academy of Design and AdtsKharkiv, 2019.

The academic novelty of the study includes the following-&ksr made
pursuits: the conditions of th@rimation of the visual and figurative language of
typography in the design of printed products of the early modernism have beer
defined; the classification of trends of the formation of the visual and figurative
language of typography in the design of prthissues of the first third of the 20th
century has been made; the functional and aesthetic aspects of typography in tt
design of printed products of 19101935 have been characterized; the stylistic
features of the visual and figurative language ahtpd issued of the early
modernism have been outlined. This study aims to reveal the features of the visue
and figurative language of typography in the design of printed issues of the early
modernism.

The thesis consists of three chapters. The firsttehdpT heor et i c al
in the area of typography. Coverage
contains the analysis of the used information sources and justification of the
applied research methods. The theoretical basis of the thesis includesiacade
works of national and foreign art experts, graphic design theorists and
practitioners, clustered in three groups of sources:

- design of printed products, in particular, the aesthetic and functional
aspects and the visugraphic language of publicains are covereth the works
of P. Brilmayer and V. Eberhand, L. Bhaskaran, E. Hlinternyk, K. Lavrentieva,
V. Rain and T. Konove, N. Shitneva, N. Serh@eK. Frost, and others; and
academic works of M. Anikst, O. Chernevych, N. Baburina, V. Lyakhov, and

O. Osetrova, and others



- typography as a means of visualization of text in the graphic design objects
is considered by F. Bulhakov, V. Volkova, S. Halkin, V. Holyzhenkov,
Yu. Hordon, S. Hurevych, M. Dubyna, V. Yefimov, T. lhoshina, A. Kapr,
M. Carter O. Kiselev, V. Krychevskyi, V. Krishtopaytis and others. The features
of typography in the design of printed issues are analyzed by M. Beletskyi,
J. Bodoni, R. Bringhurst, O. Bukovetska, and O. Osetrova. Technological aspect:
of typography, in particutathe influence of printing technologies on the capacities
for creating printing solutions in the design are revealed by H. Aksenov,
M. Beletskyi, F. Bulhakov, E. Hlinternyk, M. Dubina, D. Kyrsanov, H. Knabe, and
others. Means of artistic expressionygdgraphy, as well as issues of constructive
shaping of the font, its functional and aesthetic value in the design of printed
products are studied by V.Volkova, O. Danylov, T. Ilvanenko, A. Korolkova,
V. Krychevskyi, V. Krishtopaytis, A. Kudriavtsev, V. Kushyn, A. H. Neuburg,

I. Pakshyna, S. Pronin, O. Osetrova, E. Ruder, V. Serov, and others. The issue
visual perception of typography is covered in the accounts of V. Krychevskyi,
E. Ruder, J. Tschichold, O. Tokar, S. Serov, and others. Compositiomdgees

and methods of typography are considered by O. Danylov, V. Kurushyn,
K. Lavrentiev, O. Khomenko, O. Chernevych, and others;

- the development of graphic design in the period of early modernism and
the role of typography in the formation of arittsstyles and trends of that time are
examined in many scholarly inquiriesf the following authors: 1. Azizian,

O. Barkhatova and O. Shkliaruk, O. Boichuk, L. Bhaskaran, O. Vashchuk,
M. Herman, V. Danylenko, E. Dempsey, D. Elher, V. Kamenskyi,
N. Kovesinykova, Ye. Kovtun, V. Krychevskyi, O. Lavrentiev, K. Lavrentieva,
and others.

The study of the first group of sources made it possible to discover that the
design of printed issues is an element of the general culture of society and
reflection of its walue ideals; visual and figurative solution contains a conceptual

component shaped by the tasks of graphic design in society; font is a visua



component of the text message, taking on communicative and aesthetic roles c
interrelated nature.

The analysisof academic sources of the second group helped to reveal the
features of typography as an element of visualization and figural solution of the
text; to study the communicative and functional capabilities of the font in the
design of printed issues; to ingelinto the technological aspects of typography; to
consider the means of artistic expression of typography, as well as the issues
constructive shaping of the font, and the visual perception of typography in the
design of printed products. According ttee authors, typography creates its own
system of information coding; it establishes a strong connection between the
suggested information and the message, the meaning of which is conveyed by th
visual text.

The study of the third group of scientific ,soes evidenced a profound
academic interest in various aspects of the specified theme. The features of graph
design in the early modernism, in particular, typography in the light of artistic
styles and trends of the epoch are outlined in the thesesgnamis and papers.
Typography of Futurism, Dada, De Stijl, Constructivism, Bauhaus style, Art Deco
style, and New Typography are studied comprehensively by many authors in
different contexts.

The analyzed information sources related to the subjecedh#sis showed
that the main focus of research in the design of printed products is made or
theoretical issues related to the functional, aesthetic and visual and figurative
solutions of printed issued in general, while the functional and aestheticsaspect
typography in the design of printed products of the early modernism have not beel
studied in these accounts. The theses, monographs and scientific papers partial
cover the features of graphic design of the early modernism, in particular, some
aspeds of typography in the light of the development of artistic styles and trends of
that time, while at the same time, no comprehensive research has been conduct
in the typography of printed publications in artistic styles and trends that

determined the delopment of graphic design of the early modernism in the



available information sources. This ensures the topicality of the subject of this
thesis.
The methodological principles of the study are based on the application of

historical and systemic approashend are presented by the following methods:

to solve the problem of analysis of information sourceistorical
approach and systematization method were ustich made it possible to divide
scientific and theoretical material into three groups adaangrtb different aspects
of the subject of research;

method of textual analysis of academic sources and text verificagon
involved in order to find the most relevant interpretation of the key terms of the
thesis;

method of systematic and histoli@malysishelped to discover the social
and cultural circumstances of the development of graphic design in the early
modernism;

system approaclensured consideration of the printed issues of early
modernism, on the one hand, as one of the design aglijectisom the perspective
of the system of utilitarian and artistic requirements, and, on the other hand, tc
analyze the font and typography in the light of the system of artistic and
compositional means of graphic design;

typological methodbased onhe determination of general, special and
peculiar features of the phenomenon was applied for the analysis of publications o
the period in question in order to identify the characteristics of the font and
typography in different styles and trends of thaqzkin question;

compositional analysis methods used to study the means of
compositional construction, methods and principles of harmonization of printed
publications of early modernism;

methods of art figural and stylistic analysase used to study the visual
and figurative language of typography of printed issues of styles and trends of
19107 1935,;



comparative analysis methasl applied in the study of the interaction of
styles and trends of the early modernism.

The second <chapter i 1@ tinythei tygpdgraghy df e a
printed publ i cat i on sonsumdrs the heemin@agical igsuesno
of typography; the conditions which shaped the visual and figurative language of
typography in the design of printed products of the early modernisrdedined,;
the font as a stylistic means of design of printed publications of the specified
period is examined. It has been established that typography is a way of storing an
delivering information, a means of communication and visualization of the text
content in the process of design and makeup of printed issues, and an importat
component and attribute of a particular artistic style. It has been stated that the
early modernism was shaped amidst revolutionary sentiments in the society, socia
historicaland political crisis, and the downfall of spiritual values that were of great
significance for the predecessors.

In the course of the analysis of Futurism publications, it has been found that
anarchism and rebelliousness of the futuristic movement, |defiaultural
traditions, freedom from rules and norms were manifested in the choice of font
typefaces. Futuristic Afont medl|l eyo (
combinations of grotesques, antique, Egyptiandbaped and hardtters fonts,
contrasting combination of bold and light styles, and separate letters of different
sizes and proportions.

The Dada typographic means reflected the principles of this movéntieat
departure from traditions, the denial of any moral and cultural valuesathsition
of art beyond the seriousness liniitand were based on a combination of different
typefaces from light antique to brutal grotesque (including Italian, Egyptian,
jobbing fonts), free variation of font styles and scales, usage of writtervead f
hand fonts along with artificial scripts.

The choice of fonts in the printed issues of the De Stijl movement was
underpinned by a moderate and rational approach and was limited to simple

typefaces, devoid of any form nuances: serifs, rounded trarsitiand



combinations. Jobbing laguts were created by partitioning the form of the letters
on elementary geometric components (squares, rectangles, and triangles), whe
dimensions and proportions are unified and built into a rectangular grid according
to the mosaic principle, whereby letters were stelias.

Font solutions of Constructivism were based on drawn and typeset
rectangular letters, simplified in form and devoid of contrast of thin and thick
strokes, as well as on emphasizing typographic ele&snerrows, exclamation
marks, bold rulers, and exttarge capital letters. Along with the grotesques as the
most common category of fonts, antiqua, Egyptian and jobbing typefaces were
used for contrast.

The font characteristics of the Bauhaus schégrmting reflected the drive
for functionality, simplicity and universalism. These principles were implemented
in limiting the number of typefaces, the most popular of which were grotesques
with normal and narrow set. The innovative idea of the reprathezs of the
Bauhaus school was the refusal in their design developments from the use G
capital letters in order to make typesetting sparing, practical and rapid. Despite the
fact that this idea did not find a widespread support then, it influencecderfurth
development of font design, in particular, the formation of postmodern concept of
font and typography.

Fonts in the design of Art Deco printed issues were distinguished by
constructiveness, decorativeness and rationalism. Representatives of the sty
perceived the font as a sound component of the figurative and compositional
construction of the design object; the geometric structure of the font, the purity anc
simplicity of the form of each letter were of great significance for them. Among
other typefaes, preference was given to drawn grotesque and jobbing fonts, with
classical antigua and stressed sans serif, anrgjoptasque, old antiqua, Egyptian
and handwritten fonts used along with them.

The choice of fonts in the printing issues of the New Tyaply was based
on the concept of functional expediency and was limited to the grotesque group a

the most universal and readable font category. Identification of the semantic



hierarchy of the text, accentuation of the main elements was achieved wigighe h
of a clear constructive arrangement of all components, large areas of the whit
background, changing the size, proportions and font styles. In addition to
typesetting grotesque fonts, partisans of the New Typography used enlarged lette!
constructedom t ypographic materi al accordi

The third chapter fAFeatures of typ
t he ear | y dmougbesrtimai thendsual and figurative language of
typography of the early modernism was heteregels and consisted of the
characteristic features inherent in particular styles and trends of the time (the
choice of font, visual and compositional means and principles of makeup). The
research revealed some typical features of the typography of prisgungs of the
early modernism which contributed to the visual and figurative text message
solution: the principle of geometric composition arrangement; schematization
(simplification) of the image; the principle of asymmetric arrangement of elements
of thecomposition; contrast variation of font size; dominance of grotesques.

The study of the impact of typographic tools and techniques of the early
modernism on the further development of font design made it possible to establist
that futuristic experimentsvith combination of typeset and drawn fonts with
handwritten texts are deemed to be a
Creative methods of installation, graffiti, font and image paptgopular today
were originally used by the Dada represem&sti Methods of combination of
Aremdgeo items invented by the Dadai :
middle of the 20th century. The Dada typographical experience is valuable for the
practice of contemporary graphic design experts because iteneoge s fAr eb
for ambitious experiments with typographic material. Neoplasticism was one of the
most influential movements in the font design of the 20th century due to the logical
and clear system of compositional formation, consistency in the seasch A p u
form devoid of all unnecessary elements. The designers of the De Stijl movemen
tried to express their ideas through simple geometric shapes, lines and basic color

without a single hint of sekéxpression and individual preferences of thagies.



These ideas and the functional attitude to typography were later embraced by th
representatives of the Swiss school and became the basis for the formation of a
international typographic style. The experience of the constructivists related the
functional use of means and methods not only to achieve the formal harmonizatior
of the composition, but also for the communication of the message, a semanti
hierarchy, and socially significant idea was equally useful. The idea of Bauhaus
designers of renuraiion of capital letters in order to make typesetting sparing,
practical and rapid did not find a widespread support then, but influenced the
development of typography in the following decades, in particular, the formation
of the postmodern concept of forgnd typography. The rationalism and
functionality of Bauhaus design objects were important for the further
development of graphic design in many countries for the next decades, as thi
Bauhaus school founded the rules of professional attitude to thesobjegtaphic
design, the criteria for their evaluation in terms of functionality and compliance
with aesthetic requirements. Printing issues of the New Typography were built on
the basis of a modular grid which determined the location and size of allnééeme
of typography and photography.

Keywords: visual and figurative language, typography, design of printed

publications, functionality, aesthetics.
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